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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
.~ 
The story of how the Bible came to be, how it has been 
-
preserved, and how it haa outlived and outsold all other 
books is a fascin ting story. 
Why Read the Bibl~ 
"Why Bible?" .Many answers are given to the 
question. lVfacart. ur give.s a brief bUt comprehensive answer 
when he suggests hree reasons: (l) The value of the 
Biblical writings in th~selves as literature, (2) Their 
fundamental character as one of the factors in Occidental 
civilization, andl (3) The all-pervading influence of the 
King James Versio+ upon English-speaking peoples.l Dr. 
Walter Russell Botie summarizes his answer thus: "Suppose 
••• we want to-~e educated in that which lies at the root 
~ I -
of our intellectu -1, social and religious heritage. Then 
we had better not let the Bible lie unread.n2 
lJ. R. lVfacar hUr, Biblical LiteratUre and Its Backgrounds 
(New York: Apple~on-Century-Cro:rts, l936),-p7 xii. 
2w. R. Bowie, The Bible (New York: 1940), p. 2. 
l 
Influence_of the B ble 
The litel:'aturr of' the Old Testament, .the Apocrypha, 
and the New Testamrnt has inspired not only great writing 
but also great expression in the fine arts. Because many 
persons are not f~liar with the co~tents of the Bible, 
they miss the significance of many Biblical allusions in I -
literature, art, afd music. Those familiar with both the 
Scriptures and masterpieces of art realize that the Bible 
has influenced the thinking of humanity more -than any other 
literary product. 3 Indeed many consider that the most 
important event in English history was the translation of 
a book that made t e English people the people of a book. 
"It is not merely ithat the phrases of the Bible became the 
language of co:nimon men •• • but that the Bible became the 
thought of every Elglisbman to such a degree that the temper 
of the nation was hanged.n4 
I - > 
But as sugges~ed by Macarthur, it is the King James 
translation that h s had the most far-reaching influence 
3 G. E. Seboyeli, 
1940), p. vii. I 
I 
4]:. C. Baldwiri, 
Testament (New Yorlh 
p.15. 
A Handbook of the Bible (New York: 
Types of Literature in the Old 
Thomas-Nelson and Sons:-1929), 
2 
' 
3 
on the language and literature of the English-speaking 
people. 5 Dr. Bowie~ commenting on Goodspeedts New Testament~ 
pays tribute to this influence when he writes that the 
King James Version has "wonca place in the use and a.f'fection 
of the English-speaking world which no other Bible translation, 
and indeed no other book~ has equaled. Its Ja nguage has 
colored all subsequent English literature, its phrases have 
echoed in all our popular speech, and the whole message of' 
the Old and New Testaments as therein expressed has been 
made into a leaven that has permeated the culture, the 
personal and social convictions, and the' religious 
consciousness of all the English-speaking world."6 
The Bible as Literature 
The literary value of the Bible is generally recognized. 
An explanation may be found in the greatness of its themes 
and the skilful craftsmanship of ~e Biblical writers. 
Among the great themes treated in the Bible are God, the 
universe, man, and human destiny. These are discussed 
simply, concretely, vividly. As one distinguished Biblical 
5Macarthur, ~ cit., P• 12. 
6w. R;. Bowie, nThe New Testament: A New Translation,tt 
Atlantic Monthly, 178:122, August, 1946. 
• 
scholar has said~ u~he Bible is great • • • in a two-fold 
aspect: It deals with great themes~ and it deals with them 
in a great way ••• Truth is not argued out but acted out.n? 
Many Bible readers believe that the most familiar 
version is also the greatest from the point of view of 
• 
English literature. Sypherd goes so far as to say~ no.f the 
many translations in English of the whole Bible, extending 
from the 14th to the 20th century A. D., one only deserves 
the distinction of being regarded as a part of English 
literature--the lting James Version of 1611:, n8 
Many students and teachers of English literature have 
found their study and teaching of the Bible the most 
interesting and rewarding part of their work. Mary Ellen 
Chase offers this testimony: "In many years of teaching 
English literature I have enjoyed no literary adventures 
as I have enjoyed those within the pages of the Old and New 
Testaments. I write because I have taken more delight in 
the Bible than in any other book I know and because I have 
become convinced that too few persons know hqw to read it. 119 
?w. R. Bowie~ The Bible (New York: 1940)~ p. 3. 
Bw. o. Sypherd~ The Literature of the English Bible 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1938), p. 23. 
9M. E. Chase, The Bible and the Common Reader, 
Revised Edition (New York: The Macmillan Company~ 1952), 
p. xiii. 
4 
.e 
Difficulties in Reading the Bible 
Of the many reasons for neglect of Bible reading1 
indifference would seem to be only one. Among many others 
are length1 format, printing, repetitions, diction, 
artificial division into chapters and verses, and the habit 
of thinking of the Bible as one book rather than as a 
collection of many books. Much misunderstanding has 
apparently been caused by a failure to recognize the 
different types of literature represented in the Scriptures, 
lack of a knowledge as to how the Bible came into its 
present for.m, and absence of a background of information 
necessary to an understanding of Hebrew history, poetry, 
and Biblical allusions. These difficulties suggest the 
need of help in reading and studying the Bible. 
Purpose 
The purpose of this study is to furnish an outline 
of a course in The Bible as Literature (The Old Testament) 
that will be useful to teachers of students in the later 
years of secondary school or the earlier years of college 
5 
in helping them read and study the Old Testament in such a 
way as to gain familiarity with its contents and an apprecia-
tion of its value as literature. 
6 
Justification 
The lack of' materi'al adapted to use on the secondary 
and junior high levels seems to justify the study. There 
are numerous popular books on the subject of' Bible study 
advocating one or another method of' reading or study, o:t'ten 
superficial or inadequate. Series of' lessons on the Bible 
f'or use in the various churches are plentiful, but they are 
prepared f'or religious education and of'ten have a denominational 
slant. Many scholarly works on Bible study exist, but they 
are designed f'or use by graduate students or specialists in 
the field. Material useful to the teacher of' the Bible as 
literature in secondary school and college is dif'f'icult 
to f'ind. 
Scope and Limitations 
Because this outline is intended f'or use with younger 
and more immature students, an ef'f'ort has been made to 
suggest materials and methods suitable f'or use on their 
level. The treatment is therefore brief' and simple. 
Teuhnical terms have been avoided and detailed discussions 
omitted. Because it aims to be systematic and comprehensive, 
lessons on most of' the Old Testament books have been included, 
although it is understood that some books are more important 
and more interesting as literature than others. 
7 
7 
Preview of Organization 
The first lessons are intended to serve as an 
introduction to the study of the Bible as a whole. Then 
follow lessons on most of the books of the Old Testament, 
arranged according to types of literature--historical-
biographical narrative~ fiction, prophecy, poetry, and 
wisdom literature. Preceding each lesson is a preface, 
recommending possible emphases and offering teaching 
suggestions. The plan of each lesson includes guiding 
questions for study and discussion, references to books in 
the Student's Bibliography, and readings in the Old Testament 
books. The readings in the reference volumes are not a 
substitute for reading the Bible but direct the student to 
sources of information that will help him in reading and 
understanding the Scriptures themselves. 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
Dr. Edgar J. Goodspeed has said, "Anyone who proposes 
to read the Bible is, o~ course, ~aced with the question, 
What Bible? For the Bible was written in Hebrew and Greek, 
and without an extensive knowledge o~ these languages, no 
one can read it except in somebodyfs translation. And for 
1500 years it has been read principally in translation.nl 
Several of the so-called ttAuthorized Versions" of the 
Bible seam to be intimately related to the study of the 
Bible as literature by students in ·secondary school or 
college. 
King James Version 
Many teachers of the Bible as ~iterature prefer the 
King James Version of 1611. The simplicity and dignity of 
its language, the beauty o:f its rhytbms, and its influence 
on the language and thought and life of English-speaking 
people are among the reasons for this preference. 
Chamberlain and Feldman in adopting this version as the 
text for their Dartmouth Bible write, "Its vitality and 
appeal are partly due to the fact that the words and 
sentence structure are primarily Anglo-Saxon. Because of 
lE. J. Goodspeed, How To Read the Bible (Philadelphia: 
John c. Winston, 1946), p. 229. 
·a 
its simple and elevated language it has been acclaimed a 
classic in the broad f'ield of English letters.n2 Mary 
Ellen Chase closes her chapter on ltThe King James Version:: 
Its History and Value" with these words: "However 
inconclusively the perfection of ~the King James translation 
can be explained, the translation itself remains rthe 
noblest monument of' English proset and the greatest single 
contribution of any century to our literature. tt3- The 
student of the Bible as literature will want to be familiar 
with the classic version of' the English Bible. 
English and American Revised Versions 
Professor Richard G. Moulton indicated the significance 
ot the English Revised Version many years ago when he wrote, 
"I believe f'ew people realize the immense addition to the 
literary patrimony of the English reader by the Revised 
Version of the Bible and such other presentations of' the 
sacred Scriptures as this Revised Version has made possible."4 
2R. B. Chamberlain and H. Feldman, The Dartmouth Bible 
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1950-y;-p. xxvi. 
3M. E. Chase, The Bible and the Common Reader, 
Revised-Edition (New York: T~Macmillan Company, 1952), 
p. 24. 
~. G. Moulton, Select Masterpieces of' Biblical 
Literature (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1908), p. xiii. 
J{) 
• 
lO 
Based on newly-discovered manuscripts, new light from 
archaeological research, and changes in the meanings of 
English words, the English Revised Version (1885) and the 
American Revised Version (1901) have appealed to many 
because of their greater accuracy. The revisers substituted 
paragraph divisions based on content. f'or verse divisions, 
omitted descriptive chapter headings, gave clearer 
translation of difficult passages, printed much poetry as 
such. The Revised Version has been described as "inferior 
. 
to the King James Version in beauty of expression but 
superior in scholarship.n5 The English and .American 
Revised Versions should be a part of the equipment of' one 
interested in the literary study of the Bible. 
Revised Standard Version 
The Revised Standard Version (1952) is described as 
stemming from the great English Bibles beginning with 
Tyndale and as tta revision of the American Standard Version 
in the light of the King James Version by a group of 
American scholars .lr6 As such it is of value to the student 
5M. s. and J. L. Miller, Harperts Bible Dictionary 
(New York: Harper and Bro~hers, 1952), p. 165. 
6Ibid., p. 165. 
II 
of the Bible as a part of English literature. The many 
changes in English usage since the publication of earlier 
revisions of the English Bible are the main reason for the 
new version. The revisers, although trying to keep the 
simplicity and beauty of the King James Bible, have 
corrected errors and inaccuracies of earlier versions, 
ll 
used simpler and more current for.ms of words and more direct 
word order, and adopted modern punctuation. Here is a 
significant book for readers and students of the Bible 
today. 
The Modern Readerts Bible 
Between the publication of the English Revised Version 
and the Revised Standard Version, Moulton made an outstanding 
contribution to Biblical literature in the Modern Reader's 
Bible. Concerning this contribution Macarthur says, 
»students both of the Bible and of literature owe a debt of 
-
gratitude to the late Richard G. Moulton, whose Modern 
Reader's Bible revealed a new world.n7 
Moulton's primary purpose was to give impetus to the 
reading of the Bible. He was convinced that chapter and 
verse divisions in ordinary Bibles were responsible for 
7 J. R. Macarthur, Biblical Literature and Its 
Backgrounds (New York: Appleton-Century-Grofts;-l936), p. vi. 
JJ... 
- much neglect of Bible reading. He believed that an 
understanding of literary form was essential to an 
understanding of the message of the Bible. He proposed to 
help the reader meet two difficulties of the older versions: 
(1) they give no indication of the variety of for.m and 
structure that distinguish different parts of the Bible, 
and (2) they impress on the whole another structure which 
does not belong to it but was created by mediaeval 
commentators, who broke the material into sentences and 
texts of convenient length for discussion and numbered them 
for reference.s 
So Professor Moulton accepted the results of the 
revisers, determined the literary form and structure of 
each of the Biblical books, and used the devices of modern 
printing to present that structure clearly to the reader. 
~~. G. Moulton in his Modern Readerts Bible," writes 
. 
Goodspeed, "did much to bring out the fact that the Bible 
is not a book but a library of 66 books, o~with the 
Apocrypha,80 books. It was to accomplish this that he 
published it in 24 small volumes. He made use of the 
English Revised Version, but his intelligent paragraphing 
SR. G. Moulton, The Modern Readerrs Bible (New York: 
The Macmillan Company:-1907), p. vii. 
13 
and arrangement made such a different text that most people 
to this day suppose he made a new translation.n9 
The Modern Reader's Bible was prepared for the general 
reader, and the purpose of the one-volume edition was "to 
enable him, without the obstruction of mediaeval arrangement 
and with a minimum. of the interruption we call annotation, 
to traverse the connected whole of the Scriptures from end 
to end.nlO Moulton writes, nThe best treatment of this 
literature is to read it ••• Let us not forget the subtle 
and besetting danger of all literary study--that the process 
of studying tends to eclipse the literature itself. 
Scholarship can do much for the Bible, but imagination and 
literary receptivity can do more.n11 
Modern Speech Translations 
The various modern speech translations are of interest 
and value to the reader and student of the Bible on the 
secondary school or college level. The purpose of these 
modern versions is well stated by Goodspeed: 0They are 
intended to bring home to the modern reader more of the 
9Goodspeed, .£E.!_ cit., p. 237. 
lOMoulton, ~ cit., P• x. 
lllbid., p. x. 
14 
clearness and vigor that the books o.f the Bible had .for their . 
.first publics in the ancient times when they were written.ttl2 
Chamberlain and Feldman re.fer to them in this way: "Some 
o.f them are works o.f well-rounded scholarship and literary 
skill not to be missed by anyone who .finds pleasure in the 
Bible as literature. ul3 -· 
Not all Bible students and teachers believe that the 
Klng JamBs Version is the best version .for literary study. 
Goodspeed writes o.f that version, ·urts stately English 
re.flected the amazing progress-English as a literary 
language had made in-the 16th century and still delights the 
cultivated ear.nl4 But he goes on to say that the older 
versions are not better .for literary study as is sometimes 
a.f.firm.ed.l5 
Perhaps the hast o.f these translations o.f the Bible 
into modern speech are A ~ Translation o.f the Bible by 
Dr. James Mo.f.fatt, distinguished British Biblical scholar, 
and the Complete Bible by Smith and Goodspeed. Dr. Mo.f.fatt's 
New Testament appeared in 1913, the Old Testament in 1924, 
l2Goodspeed, .£E..!. cit., p. 237. 
l3chamber lain and Feldman, .2.£.!. cit. 1 p. .xxxviii. 
14Goodspeed, ~ ~~ p. 231. 
l5rbid., p. 237. 
15: 
and the entire Bible in 1935. The 01~ Testament translated 
by J. M. P. Smith and a group o~ scholars was published in 
1927, E. J. Goodspeed's New Testament -in 1923, his Apocrypha 
in 1938, and the Complete Bible in 1939 •. 
Many teachers who may not care to use one o~ these 
modern speech translations as a basic text will find them 
excellent for parallel reading and for comparison w1 th 
other versions. 
The Dartmouth Bible 
-
The Dartmouth Bible, edited by Chamberlain and Feldman, 
has appealed to- many teachers of college classes in the 
Bible and has been widely adopted as a text. One of the 
editors is a clergym~n and teacher of the ~ible, the other 
a layman and professor of industrial relations. As a result 
of their experiences in studying and teaching the Bible they 
decided to edit a book that would help the interested 
reader and the serious student overcome obstacles most 
editions of the Bible present. They are convinced that 
knowledge o~ the origin, development, and dates of the 
separate books and an understanding o~ their literary form 
make for better appreciation.l6 They have introduced ~nough 
l6chamberlain and Feldman, ~ cit., p. xviii. 
material in the form of introductions and explanatory 
notes to make the Bible understandable to the average 
reader. Believing that ttthereasons for the adoption of 
16 
the King James Version appeared far more weighty than those 
againstnl7 they have used that version as a text. In 
abridging the familiar version they have omitted repetitious 
passages and those that seem of interest to scholars and 
specialists, llabbreviated but not expurgated, shortened 
but not disto~ted."18 Some of the features that appeal to 
students and teachers are: the attractive format, modern 
paragraphing, marginal chapter and verse divisions, 
objective titles, introductions to the volume and to 
divisions of the volume, prefaces to books and groups of 
books, explanatory notes, the annotated bibliography, the 
maps, chronological tables, and the subject and name index. 
The Bible and the Common Reader, Readings from the Bible 
Many instructors in Biblical literature have found 
Chasers The Bible~~ Common Reader valuable as an 
introduction to the modern attitude toward the Bible, and 
many will welcome her Readings from the Bible as a useful 
supplement. The author 1 s purpose in The Bible and the 
17 Ibid., p. xvi. 
18 Ibid., p. xvi. 
17 
--
17 
Common Reader is to make the Bible liva-in the mind of' the 
reader. She interprets the Bible as literature f'or the 
common reader--that person who is sufficiently interested 
in the Bible to want information about it--and f'or the_ 
undergraduate with little or no previous acquaintance with 
, .. 
the subject. The introductory chapters on the Nature of 
the Bible, The ~ng James Version--Its Origin and Influence 
on English Literature and Thought, and the History and 
Racial and Literary Characteristics of the Hebrew People 
are especially valuable. In the Revised Edition there have 
been added a chapter on the Meaning of' Prophecy, a section 
on the Apocrypha, and chronological tables of Old Testament 
literature and ancient civilizations. 
Readings from the Bible consists of selections read 
during the course of a year in the author 1 s classes in the 
literature of the Bible. She includes what she considers 
the best passages and edits and explains them to make their 
meaning and significance clear. Many who use these volumes 
will see the Bible in a new light and read it with new interest 
and understanding. 
Three other books seem to of'f'er special help to 
instructors and students in a course in the Bible as 
Literature (The Old Testament): Goodspeedts Story of the 
Old Testament, Macarthur's Biblical Literature and Its 
Backgrounds, and Sypherd•s The Literature .2f the English Bible. 
18 
The Story of the Old Testament 
In The Story of the Old Testament Goodspeed treats the 
Old Testament books in what.he believes to be the chronological 
order of composition. The volume is intended to be a 
handbook of introduction, explanation, and interpretation 
to accompany the reading of the stories, prophecies, and 
poems in the Bible itself. The questions for study and 
discussion at the close of each chapter are particularly 
helpful. The use of this book will aid the reader or 
student of the Old Testament· in understanding its meaning · 
and appreciating its significance. 
Biblical Literature and Its Backgrounds 
Macarthur adds to the title Biblical Literature and 
Its Backgrounds this subi:iitJ..e: "Being a Gathering together 
from Far and Near of Divers and Sundry Facts and Opinions 
which may Enable those Familiar with that Masterpiece of 
the English Language, The King James Bible, to read it more 
Understandingly_ and with a Greater Appreciation of its 
Literary Felicities and Perfections.ttl9 The author gives in 
convenient form essenti~l informatio; for understanding the 
books of the Bible and ·appreciating them as literature. The 
l9Macarthur op. cit., p. iii. , __ 
,, 
j·· - --~ 
introductory sections, which discuss the land and people 
and religion of ancient Palestine, are especially useful. 
There are more than fifty illustrations. Readings in the 
Bible with titles are suggested. An unusual feature of 
the book is the quotations given at the close of each 
chapter on the Biblical books. These are of three classes: 
(1) those that have become household words and form an 
integral part of our idiom, (2) those significant for the 
history of religious thought, and (3) those less well known 
but worthy to become known.20 
Literature of the English Bible 
In the Literature of the English Bible Sypherd, a 
college teacher of English literature, gives an outline for 
a course in Biblical Literature that is at the same time 
comprehensive and compact. He bases his book on what he 
believes to be "the most reliable information and the most 
. . .. 21 
authoritative critical opinion" on the subject. The 
Introduction is an excellent presentation of necessary 
general information about the Bible, including the Contents 
and Nature of the Bible, the Development of the English 
20Ibid., p. vii. 
2lw. o. Sypherd, The Literature of the English Bible 
(New York: Oxford University Press, !'9"3"S"J"; P• 7. 
19 
Bible, and the Classic English-Version. The grouping o:f 
Old Testament books for literary study is suggestive: 
Historical-biographical Narrative, Short Stories, Writings 
-
2.0 
of the Prophets, Poetry of the Old Testament, and the Essay. 
The author does not give extended quotations :from the Bible 
but refers the reader to the King James Version because of 
the surpassing and lasting beauty of its literary expression. 
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PREFACE 
Dr. Richard G. Moulton concludes the preface to his 
one:-volume edition of The Modern Reader r s Bible with these 
words: 1twithin the covers of this volume, if it be 
' 
adequately used~ is the material of a liberal education.nl 
More recently.Dr. Edgar J. Goodspeed has written~ uThe 
~ 
Bible is rich in literary~ h2storical~ and religious 
treasures 1 which many of us fail to find for want of a 
little direction in the search for them.u2 
General Objectives 
Ge~eral objectives for the study of the Bible as 
literature should include: gain in knowledge and 
understanding of the content of the Bible, in skills for 
its continued use, and in appreciation of its beauty and 
significance. 
Two experienced teachers have said, "The object of 
college study_of the Bible is very simple. It is to enable 
the student to read the English Bible with intelligent 
appreciation. He must understand what the writer wished 
to say. This involves knowing something of the type of 
lR. G. Moulton, editor, The Modern Readerts Bible 
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1907), p. x. 
2E. J. Goodspeed, HOw !£ Read the Bible (Philadelphia: 
John c. Winston, 1946), p. vii. 
, 
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literature, the historical background, the authorts point 
o~ view and purpose, and the division and literary structure 
o~ the books."3 It would seem that what a student does 
' 
with the Bible in later li.f'e is more important than his 
actual accomplishment in any course in school or college 
and that there.f'ore the teacher of' the literature of' the 
Bible ought to try so to teach that the student will 
continue his own independent reading and study of' the 
Scriptures. It is the hope of' the writer that the lessons 
that .f'ollow will aid teachers in helping students in their 
classes realize these objectives~. 
Explanation of' the Outline 
Guiding questions .f'or study and discussion are o~~ered 
in each lesson to help the reader see the purpose and 
method of' the Old Testament writers. They are intended to 
gather up in compact .f'or.m the results o~ the studentts 
reading· and his thinking about his reading. Questions on 
the readings in the Bible are not included. Plenty of' 
these will occur to both instructors and students as they 
read the selections. 
Some questions direct the student to the results of' 
Biblical scholarship. Dean has observed, ttour most 
3-r. F. Wood and E. Grant, The Bible As Literature 
(New York: Abingdon Press, 1914}; p. 7. 
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competent scholars have reached a large measure of agreement, 
but the common man is often unaware of the fact.u4 The 
' books included in the reference readings are those that seem 
to promise the greatest assistance in the briefest compass 
in order that time may be available for reading and 
discussing the Bible passages. Each student and teacher 
will quickly discover which references are most helpful to 
him. Books from the Studentts Bibliography which are 
referred to in the lessons are listed with the symbols 
designating them. 
Since the individual lessons are intended to be a 
guide to the reading of' the Bible, the Biblical passages 
recommended for reading are of considerable importance. 
The idea underlwing their selection has been to furnish 
sufficient readings to f'~liarize the student with the 
content and style of each Old Testament book. 
Included in the Studentrs Bibliography are not only 
editions of the Bible and the books referred to in the 
lesson outlines but also books to stimulate wider reading, 
further study, and therefore greater appreciation of the 
Old Testament as literature. 
4. J. E. Dean, Keys That Unlock the Scriptures 
(New York: E. P. Dutton-i:nd Company, 1953), p. vii. 
Suggestions for Using the Outline 
Some modification of the outline will be necessary. 
It is intended to be adaptable to senior high school or 
junior college use. 
The material contained in the thirty-six lessons is 
probably sufficient for approximately forty-eight class 
periods in junior college and could therefore be used in 
classes meeting three times a week during a semester. 
Lessons to which more than one class hour could probably 
well be devoted include: What the Bible Is; The Bible in 
the Making; How We Got Our Bible; Genesis; Exodus 8 etc.; 
I and II Samuel; and Job. 
On the other hand8 the outline is easily adaptable 
to use in the secondary school by omitting some lessons 
25 
and giving less time to others. In this way it could be 
used in classes meeting once a week throughout a school 
year. Lessons that might well be omitted under such a plan 
are: Kings; Ezekiel; Haggai 8 etc.; Joel etc.; and 
Lamentations. Others to which less time might be given are: 
The Bible in the Making; How We Got Our Bible; and Exodus, 
etc. 
The order of topics is readily changeable. Some teachers 
will prefer to take up the material contained in the first 
five lessons later. Others may wish to begin with a study 
of the writings of the prophets. 
• 
Since the Bible is incident and illustration from the 
lives of very real people,5 the relation of the Bible to 
life should constantly be emphasized. 
Some teachers of the Bible believe that with advanced 
students considerable discussion of literary form results 
in increased appreciation of the meaning and beauty of the 
Bible. 6 
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Available helps to reading and study include the newer 
translations. Students need not be limited to the use of 
any one version. 
Since the Bible is the background for thousands of 
references to Biblical characters and sayings which have 
become a part of our literary tradition, some students may 
be interested in compiling a list of Biblical passages and 
phrases that have become familiar to many, although their 
source may not be known. 
It has been said, 11Few great English and .American 
writers of the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries can be read 
5J. P. Love, How to Read the Bible (New York: The 
Macmillan Company, l94QJ, p. 1"49: 
6E. C. Baldwin, Types.£! Literature in.the Old 
Testament (New York: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1929), p. 21. 
satisfactorily by one Who is ignorant of .Biblical 
. li teratu.re.,n7 Other student-s may be interested in 
collecting r~f'erences to the Bible in literature. 
Books on Biblical characters and subjects are 
constantly appearing~ The reading of' some of' these books 
is a project that may appeal to some~ 
Because growth in knowledge and appreciation of' the 
Bible will be a greater concern of' the teacher than 
covering any stated amount of material, the desire to 
explore the riches of' parts of the Scriptures not covered 
by the outline should be encouraged. 
7w. F. Thrall and A. Hibbard, A Handbook to Literature 
(New York: The Odyssey Press, 1936)., p. 48 .. 
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PREFACE 
The word Bible;.s; ( f'rom the Greek biblia, little books) 
would be a more appropriate word than Bible (from biblion, 
little book) to designate the Hebrew and Christian Sc~iptures, 
f'or it would'give a more accurate indication of' their nature. 
It is important at the beginning of' a study of' the Bible 
as literature to understand the nature of' the Bible and to 
have some idea of' the essentials of' Biblinal criticism. 
Nature of' the Bible 
One is better prepared to study the Bible when he 
realizes that·it contains much material that was repeated 
orally f'or many years before it was put in written f'orm, 
then edited and revised, translated and retranslated by 
many dif'f'erent writers. 
Literary or Historical Method of' Bible Study 
By the literary or historical method of' studying the 
Bible we mean the application of' the methods of' historical 
study to the literature of' the Bible. Such an approach 
involves: taking up the Biblical books as dif'f'erent f'orms 
of' literature, considering the influence of' the times on 
the writers, and trying to discover the purpose of' each 
author. 
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Love believes that the link between reading and 
interpreting is an understanding of the literature one reads, 
and he points out that one of the surprising things about 
the Bible is the intermingling of literary for.ms in the 
same passage.l 
Biblical Criticism 
"The tasks faced by the student of Biblical literature 
have been most memorably grouped in a series of six questions: 
Who't When? Where? To whomt Why? What?"2 These are the 
.. 
questions the student of the Bible as literature will ask 
concerning each Biblical book. 
The terms "Lower Cri ticism1• (restoration of the text) 
.. . 
and ttmgb.er Criticismn (authorship, date, sources, purpose) 
-
will need explanation and illustration in the course of 
one's study of the Bible as literature. 
Knowledge of the Land and the People of the Bible 
Some knowledge of the land and the people as well as 
knowledge of the book is a necessary preparation for the 
study of the literature of the Bible. 
lJ. P. Love, How ~o Read the Bible (New York: The 
Macmillan Company, 1940),-p:-175. 
2E. c. Colwell, Th~ Study of ~ Bible (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1937), p. 126. 
Since 1945 Bible students have been fortunate in 
having available an historical geography and atlas of the 
Holy Land which is a storehouse of information about the 
early history and civilization of Bible lands. 3 Dr. William 
F. Albrightts introductory article, nThe Rediscovery of the 
.. 
Biblical World," in which he discusses such topics as How 
we-Excavate in the Near East, How Written Documents Are 
Interpreted, How Ancient Dates Are Fixed, and How Ancient 
Sites Are Identified, will prove fascinating reading for 
instructors and many students.4 The chapter on nExcavations 
-in Modern Palestine" may be useful in linking ancient 
Palestine with the Palestine of today. 5 
Deants book will _also prove a source of interesting 
information for reports and discussions, especially 
chapters 4, 6, and 9 on "The Work of Archaeology," ffQueer 
and Forgotten Customs,tt ~nd "Figures of Speech.tt6 . 
3G. E. Wright and F. W. Filson, editors, Westminster 
Historical Atlas of the Bible (Philadelphia: Westminster 
Press, 1946}, pp.-rl~ 
4Ibid., PP• 9-14. 
5Ibid., pp. 103-106. 
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6 J. E. Dean, Keys That Unlock the Scriptures (New York: 
E. P. Dutton Company, 1953}, pp. 44-52, 69-82, 93-101. 
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Knowledge of Origin and Growth, Translation, and Transmission 
of the Bible 
Either the topic "The Bible in the Making" or "How We 
Got Our Bible 0 would be suitable for a whole course in Bible 
study. Some introduction to both subjects seems essential 
to even a brie~ study of the literature of the Bible. 
One of the factors that make reading and understanding 
of the Bible difficult. for many people is the fact that it 
contains within itself no indication .of how it came to be. 
Chamberlain and Feldman's chapter "The Bible through the 
Agesn is an excellent introductory sketch o:f such topics as 
the Old Testament and New Testament canons, the early 
manuscripts of both testaments, and early and later 
translations. 7 
The Bible is the record of a race and tells thoughts 
and feelings o:f leaders of that race during many centuries. 8 
Some students may be interested in reading more of the 
historical background of the various Old Testament books 
than is included in the outline of the course. If so, 
7R. B. Chamberlain and H. Feldman, The Dartmouth 
Bible (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company;-!950), PP• 
.xxi.x.-xxxviii. 
BE. c. Baldwin, Types o:f Literature in the Old Testament 
(New York: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1929), P• 18. 
3lf 
Chase's chapter on "The Hebrew People: A Sketch of Their 
History in Bible T~es"9 and 11/Iouldts volum.elO will be 
useful sources .. 
·other topics :for supplementary reports might be: 
Division of' the Bible into Chapters and Verses: Reasons 
and Res~lts 
Book Production in Ancient Times 
Table Showing the Development of' the English Bible 
Effect of the King James Version on English Literature 
Reflection of Different Versions of the Bible in The Book 
of' Common Prayer 
Catholic Versions of the Bible 
Hebrew Versions of the Scriptures 
Recent Archaeological Discoveries 
Different Modern Speech Translations 
9M. E .. Chase, The Bible and the Common Reader, Revised 
Edition (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1952), PP• 30-61. 
lOE. w. K. Mould, Bible History Digest (New York: 
Exposition Press, 1950), 201 pp. 
34 
WHAT THE BIBLE IS: ITS CONTENT AND NATURE 
How does the derivation of the word bible throw light 
on the nature of the Bible? 
Discuss the Bible as a library of Hebrew literature. 
35 
How does the Biblical library resemble English literaturet 
Row is it different from English literature~ 
What is meant by saying~ 0The Bible is a literature, 
an experience, and a notebook"t 
What explanation can you suggest for the variety and 
the unity in the Bible~ 
Why is it important to recognize literary types in the 
Bible and to apply literary standards to its interpretation~ 
What are some characteristics of the language of the 
Bible? 
What has been the important effect of archaeological 
discoveries on our knowledge of the Bible? 
What types of religious workers were there in Old 
Testrument times? What are the .corresponding types of 
literature in the Old Testament? 
Baldwin 
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Eiselen et al. 
~ller and Miller 
Watts 
TLOT 
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HBD 
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15-21 
3-10 
15-18 
71-73 
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THE LAND OF THE BIBLE 
What, is the origin of the word Palestine, and what are 
some of the different names f'or the land! 
Where is Palestine located? What is its size? 
Population? 
What are some of the interesting features of' the 
climate? 
What is the meaning of' the expression "trom Dan to 
Beersheba 11'? 
Describe the geographical divisions of' Palestine. 
Comment on the description of' Palestine as "a land 
flowing with milk and honey.~ 
What is meant by the Fertile Crescent? 
Booth 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Eiselen et ale 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Wright and Filson 
BB 
DB 
ABC 
BLB 
HBD 
WHAB 
55-63 
3,4 
52-59 
3-ll] 
514-518 
17-20 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE 
To what ~ace did the Hebrews belong? i 
What ch~acteristics set the Hebrews apart .from other 
i 
Semitic tribesj? 
! 
What werel.some of the occupations of the people of 
I 
I Palestine in Brble times? 
What char~cteristics did their experiences in the 
desert develop in the Hebrews? 
What were their significant mental and spiritual 
I 
characteristics? 
I . 
For what reasons 
I 
I 
identity? 
were they able to preserve their 
What are ~he significant characteristics of' their 
I 
I language and w:fi ting? 
Booth I 
Chrunberlain and Feldman 
Chase I 
I Macarthur : 
Miller and Miller 
Parmelee i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
. I 
I 
I 
BB 
DB 
BCR 
BLB 
HBD 
GTB 
51-55 
4,5 
62-75 
18-62 
249-251 
9-1'7 
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THE BIBLE IN THE MAKING: ITS ORIGIN AND GROWTH 
Between what approximate dates were the books of the 
Old Testament probably written and edited? The Apocrypha? 
The New Testament? 
What were the main sources from which the Bibles in 
common use today were derived? 
In what different languages were the books of the 
Bible originally written? 
Explain the statement, nThe Bible in the for.m in 
which we know it now was unknown to the Jews of ancient 
times." 
What is probably the oldest piece of literature in 
the Old Testament, and from what date does it come? 
What is the meaning of canon? Canonization? 
In the formation of the Bible what processes preceded 
canonization? 
What three stages are often recognized in the formation 
of the Old Testament canon? 
What was the significance of the Council of Jamnia 
in 100 A. D.? 
What was the effect of the Exile on the development 
of the Jewish Law~ 
How was the rise of the synagogue related to 
development of the Old Testament? 
3.8 
THE BIBLE IN THE MAKING: ITS ORIGIN AND GROWTH (continued) 
In what sense was the work of the prophets distinctive 
in the Hebrew religion? 
How was the Hebrew Bible enriched in a literary way 
by the addition of the prophetic books? 
39 
Comment on the statement, "The Jews had long been 
developing a rich devotional literature of hymns and precepts, 
sermons and short stories." 
Why is the Book of Psalms regarded as the great central 
unit of the writings? 
What is the oldest extant manuscript of the entire 
Old Testament in Hebrew? 
What principle evidently underlay the canonization 
of the Old Testament books? 
How did the Greek Old Testament differ from the 
Hebrew? 
Where did the books we know as the Apocrypha originate? 
- What different kinds of material are found in the 
Apocrypha? 
How do the Apocryphal books contribute to our knowledge 
of Bible times and to our appreciation of the New Testament? 
What was the first part of the New Testament to be 
written? 
THE BIBLE IN THE MAKING: ITS ORIGIN AND GROWTH (continued) 
What was the first step in the formation of the New 
Testament? 
What writings were read in the services of the early 
Christians? 
What two collections of books formed the main part 
of the New Testament? 
What conditions led early Christian leaders to 
formulate authoritative Christian writings to use with the 
Hebrew Bible? 
What books are contained in the oldest Greek manuscript 
of the entire New Testament that has come down to us? 
What is the significance of the Easter Letter of 
Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, in 36'7 A.D.? 
What books did Jerome include in the Latin Vulgate 
translation of the Bible in 382 A.D.? 
What was the effect of printing on the formation of 
the New Testament? 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Eiselen et al. 
Goodspeed 
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Watts 
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HOW WE GOT 01JR BIBLE: ITS TRANSLATION AND TRANSMISSION 
What is the Septuagint, and why was it so-called? 
What books not found in the Hebrew Scriptures did the 
Greek version of the Bible contain? 
What was the Vulgate, and why was it important? 
What service in the transmission of the Bible was 
rendered by the monks and friars dtiring the Dark Ages? 
What was the effect o:f the Renaissance and of the 
Reformation on the history of the Bible text? 
What is the significance of Erasmus in the story of 
how we got our Bible? 
What was the effect of Lutherts translation of the 
Bible on the German language? 
How did his placing of the Apocrypha a:ffe_ct the 
English Bibles? 
What was John Wyclifts part in the development of 
the English Bible, and why was his in:fluenee on succeeding 
translations slight? 
Why is William Tyndale sometimes referred to as the 
most important name in the story of the English Bible? 
How was his translation of the New Testament different 
from those that preceded it? 
What did Miles Coverdale accomplish? 
41 
HOW WE GOT OUR BIBLE: ITS TRANSLATION 
AND TRANSMISSION (continued) 
What were several notable translations of the Bible 
that followed Coverdalers? 
Why is the Great Bible regarded as the first authorized 
English Bible? 
What is the story of the Geneva Bible? The Bishopsf 
Bible? 
What was the Rheims-Douai Bible, and why was it 
so-called? 
Illustrate the influence of the Geneva Bible on the 
King James Version. 
When was the King James Version authorized, by whom, 
and when was it published? 
How did this version represent an advance over previous 
Bibles? 
What did the translators of the King James Version 
succeed in doing? 
What are the distinguishing characteristics of the 
King James Version? 
What various opinions are held regarding the value of 
this Bible today? 
Why was the publication of the English Revised Version 
desirable? 
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HOW WE GOT OUR BIBLE: ITS TRANSLATION 
AND TRANSMISSION (continued) 
43 
What were the reasons for the publishing of the American 
Standard Version (or the American Standard Ed~tion of the 
Revised Version)~ 
Why was the publication of the Revised Standard Version 
an important event in the history of the English Bible? 
What is meant by saying, "The Revised Standard Version 
. 
is a revision of the American Standard Version in the light 
of the King James Version"? 
What advances in Biblical scholarship during the last 
fifty years made the issue of this version possible? 
In what ways is the Revised Standard Version valuable 
to the Bible reader and student? 
What discoveries regarding the Greek papyri stimulated 
modern speech translations? 
What are several of the leading translations into 
modern speech? 
What are some of the values of these translations? 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE OW TESTAMENT 
What was the general purpose of the Old Testffinent 
writers? 
What are some indications that the Old Testament is 
the work of many authors? 
During how long a period was the Old Testament 
probably being written? 
Why is the question of the authorship of a book 
somet~es difficult to determine? 
44 
What is the cammon division of the books of the Hebrew 
Bible? 
Discuss the range of human interests and experiences 
covered by the Old Testament. 
What is meant by "progressive revelation," and how 
. 
does this idea dispose of many difficulties that have 
puzzled and disturbed Bible readers? 
How does the arrangement of the Old Testament books in 
order of writing help the student? 
What is the present theory regarding the authorship of 
most Old Testament books? 
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PREFACE 
Sypherd uses the term mstorical-Biographical 
Narrative to refer to the Pentateuch, JOSHUA and JUDGES, 
and the so-called Historical Books.l This designation 
implies that from the point of view of literature these 
books may be regarded primarily as narratives. 
Nature of Old Testament Narratives. 
46 
The Old Testament contains many narratives, some 
historically based and some fictional, both frequently 
used to teach religious lessons. It is important to 
recognize the nature of these books and the methods of the 
writers. Many Bible historians were primarily preachers 
and only incidentally historians. They were more than 
cbroniclers;.they selected and interpreted events. The 
purpose of the authors of the opening books of the Old 
Testament was first of all to show how God had guided the 
founders of their nation and only incidentally to pres.ent 
historical and biographical sketches or to preserve ancient 
traditions and legends. 
lw. o. Sypherd, ~Literature of the English Bible 
(New York: Oxford U~versity Press, l938T, p. 50 • 
• 
Love believes there is no unbiased history in the 
so-called historical books but that all the writers were 
trying to teach something. 2 Sypherd writes., "Literary 
interest in this section of the Old Testament ••• lies 
4? 
not in the authentic history which it contains but rather 
in the world-old stories of the beginnings of the world and 
of man., in the human-interest narratives ••• , and in the 
fascinating biographies of a series of outstanding 
individuals.n3 
. 
Method of Writing Narratives in Bible Times 
The method of writing narratives today is quite 
different from that of ancient times. Today we read, 
assimilate, compose; in Old Testament times writers read, 
compiled, copied word for word. Examination of versions 
of the Pentateuch that indicate the different sources used 
by the writers is an interesting way to see how the Old 
Testament books were compiled. 
Stories in GENESIS 
In reading and discussing the stories in GENESIS it 
may be well to point out that many were an attempt to 
2.J. p. Love, How To Read the Bible (New York: The 
Macmillan Qompany., 1940); p. 181. 
3sypherd, .£E.:_ cit., P• 51. 
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explain names., customs, or religious rites. Some were of' 
Babylonian origin, and some were myths and legends cherished 
by the Hebrews~ 
The early Hebrew writers generally disregarded dates 
of' composition, often attributed books to great leaders of' 
the nation to give them added significance, and presented 
what they believed to be a chronological account of' their 
nation from the beginning. 
Notable characteristics of these early narratives are 
their simplicity, directness, economy of words, and concrete 
diction. 4 
The titles of the suggested readings in JOSHUA and 
JUDGES include some of the most familiar Old Testament 
stories. 
SAMUEL and KINGS 
SAMUEL and KINGS, dealing as they do with Samuel, Saul, 
and David, are valuable as history and important as literature. 
Students will enjoy reading the lively and amusing stories 
of' Elijah and Elisha. Recognition of the eomposi te 
authorship of these books will anticipate some difficulties. 
Since CHRONICLES, EZRA, and NEHEMIAH are the only Old 
Testament books not included in the course outline, it will 
~. E. Chase, The Bible and the Common Reader, Revised 
Edition (New York:--The Macmillan Company, 1952), p. 3. 
probably be wise to point out the relation of the material 
in these books to that in SAMUEL and KINGS. "These books 
contain a second series of histories, duplicating for the 
most part the earlier historical-biographical accounts in 
GENESIS to KINGS, materials from other sources being 
combined with excerpts from these earlier books.tt5 
5 Sypherd, ~ cit., P• 63. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE PENTATEUCH 
Explain the meaning of the ter.m Pentateuch. 
What names were given to the five partsof the 
Pentateuch when they were translated into the Greek? 
What is the derivation of each term? 
In what does our literary interest in these 
historical-biographical narratives lie? 
During what period do most scholars believe the 
books of the Pentateuch were composed and edited? 
50 
What are the important differences between the modern 
method of writing narrative and that of the Hebrew writers? 
How is the composite authorship of the Pentateuch 
usually indicated? 
What was the origin of many of these stories? 
In what does their permanent value lie? 
Baldwin 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Eiselen et a1. 
Goodspeed 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Sypherd 
Wood and Grant 
TLOT 
DB 
ABC 
SOT 
BLB 
HBD 
LEB 
BAL 
31-43 
8-10 
134-144 
107-112 
94-103 
258, 259 
52-55 
99-106 
GENESIS 
WhY is GENESIS perhaps the most widely known book in 
the Bible? 
Discuss mythical and legendary elements in GENESIS. 
How can you explain the apparent duplications and 
inconsistencies in accounts? 
What gives GENESIS unityt 
What are the main literary divisions o~ the book? 
Why is the story o~ Joseph regarded as one o~ the 
great narratives o~ world ~iterature~ 
What stories similar to the narratives in GENESIS are 
to be ~ound in the literatures or other peoples? 
Chmnberlain and Feldman 
Chase 
Eiselen et al .. 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Sypherd 
Wood and Grant 
GENESIS: 1:1-2:3 
2:4-3:22 
4:1-17 
6:9-9:28 
ll:l-9 
12:1-9 
13, 14 
18, 19 
21:1-18 
22_:1-19 
DB 
BCR 
ABC 
BLB 
· HBD 
LEB 
BAL 
Creation 
15-17 
82-94 
217-219 
106-112 
219, 220 
55-57 
107-117 
Temptation in the Garden 
or Eden 
Cain and Abel 
Flood 
Tower or Babel 
Call o~ Abraham 
Abraham and Lot and the 
Raid on Sodom 
Judgment on Sodom 
Birth of Isaac 
Of~ering or Isaac 
51 
GENESIS 
24 
25:21-34 
27:1-28:9 
28:10-22 
29:1-30 
37:2-36, 
39:1-50:26 
(continued) 
Wooing of Rebecca 
Jacob and Esau 
Stolen Blessing 
Jacob • s Dream 
Jacob and Rachae1 
Story of Joseph 
52 
EXODUS, LEVITICUS, NUMBERS, DEUTERONOMY 
What is the subject-matter of' EXODUS? 
What is the nature of' LEVITICUS? 
'Why is In the Wilderness, the Hebrew title of' NUMBERS, 
more appropriate than the name usually given? 
What is the relation of' NUMBERS to EXODUS? What are 
some of' the dif'f'erences between the two books? 
What kind of' God is pictured in NUMBERS? 
55 
Which story in NUMBERS do you consider most interesting? 
Why? 
What is the dominant idea of' DEO'TERONOMY? 
Why is DEUTERONOMY 51-34 of' special interest as 
literature? 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Chase 
Eiselen et al. 
Macarthur 
Miller and M1ller 
Sypherd 
Wood and Grant 
EXODUS: 1:7-2:10 
3:1-17 
13:17-14:31 
15:1-21 
20:1-17 
32:1-35 
DB 
BCR 
ABC 
BLB 
HBD 
LEB. 
BAL 
78, 78; 118-120; 
131; 149; 150 
95-99 
249-252; 278, 279; 
298; 318-322. 
113-116; 117, 118; 
119-122; l24-l29 
178-181; 391, 392; 
497, 498;: 135, 136 
58, 59 
118-126 
Infancy of' Moses 
Burning Bush 
Passage of' the Red Sea and 
Destruction of' Pharaoh 
. Song of' Moses and Miriam 
Giving of' the Ten Commandments 
Worship of' the Golden Calf' 
e. 
EXODUS, LEVITICUS, NUMBERS, DEUTERONOMY (continued) 
NUMBERS: 13:17-33, 
22:1-24:25 
DEUTERONOMY: 6:4-9 
16:1-8 
Report of the Spies 
Story of Ba1aa.m. 
Shema, or Confession 
of Faith 
Feast of the Passover 
54 
5S, 
JOSHUA 
What is the Hexateuch? What are the reasons for the. 
use of the term by Biblical scholars? 
Explain the statement, "The Promised Land is the dominant 
-
theme in what might be called a SY;Olphonic narrative of 
three movements.n 
. 
Why is JOSHUA said to be more of a hero story than any 
other Old Testament book~ 
What is the general nature of the stories in JOSEUA? 
Discuss the character of their hero. 
Connnent on the statement, ttThe book is interesting 
because of a few excellent and vivid stories and one ancient 
and beautiful song.u 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Chase 
Eiselen et al. 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Sypherd 
JOSHITA: 2: l-22 
5:13-25 
8:1-29 
9:3-27 
10 
DB 
BCR 
ABC 
BLB 
HBD 
LEB 
171, 172 
99-102 
345, 346 
130-132 
352, 353 
59-61 
Spies and the Woman of 
Jericho 
Siege of Jericho 
Capture of Ai 
Surrender of the Gibeonites 
Defeat of the Five Southern 
Kings 
JUDGES 
With what period does the history in JITDGES deal? 
What was the condition of the Hebrew people at the time? 
Who were the Ujudges"? Who were some of the leading 
figures among them? 
56 
What is the theme and the probable date of the Song of 
Deborah? Why is it significant in Old Testament literature? 
When were the stories in JUDGES first assembled and 
written down? 
What two stories seem to tower above the others in 
JUDGES? Why? 
How are the heroes of these two stories to be regarded? 
What legendary or mythical additions seem to have been 
made to the history in the Samson story? 
Why is the story of Samson often regarded as a folk tale? 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Chase 
Eiselen et al. 
Goodspeed 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Sypherd 
Wood and Grant 
JUDGES: 4:1-10, 12-24 
5 
6:7-8:28 
9:1-21 
11!29-40 
13:2-16:31 
DB 
BCR 
ABC 
SOT 
BLB 
HBD 
LEB 
BAL 
187, 188 
102-111, 117-120 
357-360 
74-78 
130-132 
359, 360 
60, 61 
127-131 
Deborah, the Prophetess 
Defeat of Sisera. 
Deborah r s Song 
Gideon and the Midia.nites 
.Tephthab.. r: s Daughter 
Story of Samson 
I AND II SAMUEL 
Why are SAMUEL and KINGS classi~ied as historical 
books? 
What may have been the reasons ~or the introduction 
o~ legendary material into these books? 
What period o~ Hebrew history is covered by I and II 
SAMUEL? 
Why are these books among the most impprtant parts 
o~ the Old Testament? 
What are some o~ the characteristies o~ I and II 
SAMUEL as literature? 
Give some reasons ~or the pre-e.minent place o~ David 
among Old Testament characters. 
57 
What are some contradictory elements in his character? 
How did I and II SAMUEL and I and II KINGS appear in 
the Hebrew Bible? In the Greek Bible? In the Latin Bible? 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Chase 
Eise1en et al. 
Goodspeed 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Sypherd 
Wood and Grant 
DB 
BCR 
ABC 
SOT 
BLB 
HBD 
LEB 
BAL 
211, 212 
111-116, 121-
126, 127-134 
381-383 
68-73 
142-158 
642, 643 
62 
132-136 
--
I AND II S.AMO"EL (continued) 
I SAMUEL: 1 
2 
3:1-21 
8:1-11:15 
16 
17:12-54 
18:1-20:42 
II SAMUEL: 1:17-27 
11:1-12:24 
22:1-51 
Birth o:f Samuel 
Song o:f Hannah 
Call o:f Samuel 
Anointing o:f Saul 
Anointing o:f David 
David and Goliath 
David and Jonathan 
David 1 s Lament o:f Saul and 
Jonathan 
David and Bathsheba 
David's Song of Thanksgiving 
58 
fs~ 
I 
I AND II KINGS 
With what portions of the history of Israel do I and 
II KINGS deal? 
How are the stories in I and II KINGS regarded as 
literature? 
How are the stories of· Elijah related to the historical 
material? 
Why are Elijah and Elisha referred to as 11 speaking 
prophetstt1 
How are the stories about Elijah different from those 
about Elisha? 
In what ways were the interests of the two prophets 
different? 
What do you think the Elijah and Elisha stories add 
to the annals of the kings of Israel? 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Chase 
Goodspeed 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Sypherd 
Wood and Grant 
I KINGS: 2:1-11 
3:16-28 
8 
10:1-13 
16:29-18:46 
DB 
BCR 
SOT 
BLB 
HDB 
LEB 
BAL 
280, 281 
135-142 
68-?3 
159-174 
369, 370 
63 
137-141 
Accession of Solomon 
Solomonts Choice of Wisdom 
Dedication of Solomonts Temple 
Solomon and the Queen of Sheba 
Elijah and the Prophets of 
Baal 
59 
II KINGS: 
I AND II KINGS (continued) 
19:1-18 
21:1-24 
4 
5 
9, 10 
The Still Small Voice 
Nabothts Vineyard 
Stories of Elishats Power 
Recovery of Naaman the 
Leper 
Revolt and Reign of Jehu 
60 
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PREFACE 
ttrn. advancing the interests of' religion., the Hebrew 
genius did not neglect the possibilities of' f'iction,n 
writes Goodspeed.l ' He ref'ers to the f'able and the parable 
62. 
or illustrative story of' the prophets and speaks of' JOB as 
primarily drama and debate but as having a fictional 
setting.2 In the Old Testament, f'olk tales and legends and 
many narratives given as history contain fictional elements. 
But f'iction is also there as a literary type. »In the Old 
Testament is f'ound this type of' literature in as pure a 
.form as we .find i.t in· short stories. and novels today. n:3 
-Macarthur in his discussion of' the f'or.ms of' literature 
says regarding the short stories of' the Old Testament, 
"When we come to this division of' prose, we f'ind ourselves 
among the worldts greatest literary artists ••• The 
idyllic story of' Ruth is most delightful propaganda. The 
noble story of' Jonah expresses the highest idealism. The 
story of' Esther moves forward with dramatic intensity.n4 
John 
~E. J. Goodspeed~ How To Read the Bible 
c. Winston., 1946;, p. 146. 
2Ibid., p. 147. 
(Philadelphia: 
3M. E. Chase, The Bible and the Common Reader., Revised 
Edition (New York: The Macmillan Company., 1952), P• 193. 
4J. R. Macarthur, Biblical Literature and Its Backgrounds 
(New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts., l936),-p7 88. 
These three books represent the short story in the 
Old Testament. They are less simple and naive in for.m 
than the folk tale. More than transcriptions of popular 
legends, they are literary works in style and plot. Our 
chief interest is in the purpose of the author and his 
development of the story. 5 
RUTH 
Wood believes that the literary char.m and breadth of 
view of RUTH will always make it one of the most attractive 
books in Hebrew literature~ 6 Goodspeed refers to RUTH as 
a "short story written with a purpose, and a most important 
one, for it is a voice raised in later Judaism against the 
narrow nationalism that was so disastrous.n7 
JONAH 
Goodspeed expresses this high opinion of JONAH: 
"Tucked away among the ~nor Prophets is the greatest and 
the shortest of' all short stories, the story of Jonah.u8 
He stresses the point that, much more than a wonder story, 
(New 
5r. F. Wood and E. Grant, The Bible As Literature 
York: Abingdon :Press, 1914}, p. 147-.-
6 Ibid., p. 149. 
7Goodspeed, ~ cit., p. 148. 
8Ibid., p. 148. 
64 
JONAH is meant to call attention of the Jews to the truth 
that God cared for other people as well as for them and that 
His will was pardon, forgiveness, and love, even to onet.s 
enemies.9 He also emphasizes the necessity of noting the 
literary form. of the book: 11If people would recognize it 
as fiction, they might get from it its meaning, which was 
never more needed than today.ttlO 
Reading JONAH through as a short story, noting its 
vividness, richness of detail, rapid movement, and 
characterization of Jonah seems to be good advice.ll 
ESTBER 
Of the three short stories, RUTH, JONAH, and ESTHER, 
the most dramatic is ESTHER. It should be read for the 
skillful development of its plot of Oriental intrigue 
and indirection.12 
The purpo-se of ESTHER, according to many scholars, was 
to popularize the feast of Purim among the Jews of Palestine.l3 
9Ibid., p. 148. 
10 d Ibi ., p. 149. 
llwood, ~ ~, p. 150. 
l2rbid., p. 152 .. 
13 Goodspeed, ~· cit., p. 153. 
RUTH 
What is known about the authorship and time o~ 
composition of RUTH? 
Why is RUTH sometimes referred to as an idyl? 
What are some estimates of its literary qualities? 
Why may the story have been written? 
Whatever its original purpose, how does it appeal to 
the modern reader? 
( 
Does plot, character, or setting receive the greatest 
emphasis~ Explain. 
Row successful do you think the author was in 
character portrayal in this story? 
What comment would you make on the style and language? 
Baldwin 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Chase 
Eiselen et al. 
Goodspeed 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Sypherd 
Wood and Grant 
RUTH: 1-4 
TLOT 
DB 
BCR 
ABC 
SOT 
BLB 
HBD 
LEB 
BAL 
178-185 
371-376 
193-196 
377-380 
97-99 
139-141 
630 
64, 65 
147-149 
65 
JONAH 
Why is JONAH included among the Minor Prophets? 
Why has JONAH been referred to as 11the most misunder-
stood beok in the Biblett? 
How is JONAH similar to and how di.f'f'erent :from RUTH? 
What characteristics of the short story are noticeable 
in JONAH? 
66 
Why is JONAH perhaps the best known story in the Bible? 
What humorous elements do you find in JONAH? 
How does the writer portray God? 
Why do you suppose it has been called nin some ways 
the greatest beok in the Old Testamenttt? 
Baldwin 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Chase 
Eiselen et al. 
Goodspeed 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Sypherd 
Wood and Grant 
JONAH: l-4 
TLOT 
DB 
: BCR 
ABC 
SOT 
BLB 
EBD 
LEB 
BAL 
186-190 
376 
196-200 
787-790 
113-117 
294-297 
345, 346 
66, 6"7 
149- 152. 
ESTHER 
Why has the place o~ ESTHER in the Old Testament 
canon been questioned? 
Explain the statement, ttThe reasons for its inclusion 
. 
are to be :round in its evident purpose.n 
Row may the circumstances under which the book was 
written be said to be a key to its evaluation'Z 
What do you suppose are some o:f the "many heathenish 
. 
improprieties" that caused Luther to wish the book did not 
exist? 
Comment on the statament, "The religious and moral tone 
-o~ ESTHER is not to be justified but explained." 
~ 
Row is ESTHER generally regarded as a piece of 
literature? 
Row does ESTEER illustrate the idea that what an author 
and his contemporaries in ancient times cared for most, 
moderns often care f'or least? 
Baldwin 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Chase 
Eiselen et al. 
Goodspeed 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Sypherd 
Wood and Grant 
ESTHER: 1-10 
TLOT 
DB 
BCR 
ABC 
SOT 
BLB 
BBD 
LEB 
BAL 
191-203 
379, 380 
200-203 
477-482 
151-154 
190-196 
174 
65, 66 
152, 153 
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PREFACE 
The editors of the Dartmouth Bible suggest the importance 
of recognizing the nature of the books of Old Testament 
prophecy. ttAll of the prophetic books • • • are held by 
critical scholars to be compilations~ They believe that, in 
many cases, the original oracles, collected decades a:rter 
they were uttered, were supplemented with later material 
and finally arranged without recognizable sequ.ence.ul This 
. 
fact, which has probably been brought out in relation to 
the Old Testament books in general, will need emphasis in 
introducing the writings of the prophets. 
Consideration of the different meanings of the word 
prophecy will probably be worth-while. "Prophecy in the 
. 
Bible does not concern itself.' primarily with foretelling 
:future events. It deals rather with forth-telling the 
intuitively f.'elt will of God for a specific situation in 
the life of an individual or a nation.u2 
Bringing out what prophecy in the Old Testament does 
mean by indicating what it does not mean may prove helpful. 
lR. B. Chamberlain and H. Feldman, The Dartmouth Bible 
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company,. l950~p. 532. 
2M. s. Miller and J. L. Miller, Rarperts Bible 
Dictionary (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1952), P• 582. 
It does not mean prediction or future events. It does not 
depend on visions or revelations or some unknown ruture. 
It had nothing to do with signs, wonders, dreams, or 
trances.3 
70 
Taking up the books or prophecy in a sequence approved 
by modern scholarship has been round best by many teachers 
of the Bibl-e. 
It may be well to discuss the various methods used by 
the prophets in declaring their message--oral presentation, 
writing, symbolical representation. 
Miss Chase brought out the fact that much prophetic 
writing was in poetic for.m strikingly when she entitled 
the section of readings from the prophets 1!The Hebrew 
I 
Prophets and Their Poetry.n4 
The close relationship of the prophets to the life of 
their time and their emphasis on character and social 
relationships are important points to stress. 
Reading the introductions to the selections from the 
individual prophets in Miss Chasets book of readings will 
3M. E. Chase, The Bible and the Common Reader, Revised 
Edition (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1952), pp. 146, 
147. 
~. E. Chase, Readings from the Bible (New York: The 
Macmillan Company, 1952), pp:-!71-225. 
• 
suggest other points of emphasis, such as: Amost 
revolutionary conception of God, sympathy and tenderness 
as outstanding characteristics of Hosea, the beauty of the 
language of Isaiah, Micah's contribution to prophetic 
literature in his chapter on the essence of religion, a 
true impression of the character of Jeremiah, and the fact 
that II Isaiah sang of the love of God not only for his own 
race but also for all mankind. 5 
71 
A consideration of the historical background and the 
nature of' apocalyptic literature should precede a discussion 
of' the Book of Daniel, included among the writings in the 
Hebrew Bible but classified as prophetic writing in the 
Greek, Latin, and English Bibles. 
5Ibid., pp. 172, 176, 179, 190, 191, 205 • 
INTRODUCTION TO THE WRITINGS OF TEE PROPHETS 
What advantage do you see in a chronological 
arrangement o:f the prophetic books?· 
How would you describe the process by whiuh one of 
the books o:f prophecy may have reached its present :form? 
Why do you think it has been said, ttNo other division 
-
o:f Hebrew literature presents such difficulties :for the lay 
reader as the writings o:f the prophetstt? 
-What di:f:ferent stages in the development o:f Hebrew 
prophecy can you suggest? · 
What period is known as The Golden Age o:f Hebrew 
Prophecy? Why? 
What did the great prophets believe about thamselves 
and about God and His relation to the Hebrew nation? 
What characteristics of the prophets as a group would 
you mention? 
In what ways have the Hebrew prophets influenced the 
religion and culture o:f the wor~d? 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Chase 
Eiselen et al. 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Sypherd 
Wood and Grant 
DB 
BGR 
ABC 
BLB 
HBD 
LEB 
BAL 
531, 532. 
143-149 
150-153 
232-235 
582-585 
6?-?0 
21-25 
?2 
7!1 
AMOS 
How would you explain the statement, "Amos was not a 
prophet by profession or education"? 
. 
What reflections of coUntry life are seen in the 
figures of speech Amos uses? 
What three types of writing are found in AMOS? 
What picture of the times do we gain from reading the 
book? 
What sins does Amos strongly condemn? 
What are some of the teachings of the book? What do 
you think is the dominant note? 
What are some characteristics o:f Amosr style? 
What modern application o:f the ideas in AMOS can you 
suggest? 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Chase 
Eiselen et al. 
Goodspeed 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Sypherd 
Wood arid Grant 
AM:OS: 1:1,·2 
2:6=16 
5:1-15 
'7::1-9:7 
DB 
BCR 
ABC 
SOT 
BLB 
HBD 
LEB 
BAL 
533, 534 
149-154 
775-777 
l-6 
285-289 
16, 17 
272, 273 
26-33 
Oracle of the Earthquake 
Israel among the :Doomed 
Nations 
Lamentation over Israel 
Vision of Judgment 
73 
HOSEA 
What explanation can you give of the statement, 
"Hosea presents his important message s:ymbolically"? 
.. 
Far. what reasons is HOSEA one of the most difficult 
of the prophetic books to understand? 
What new note did Hosea bring to the religion of his 
time? 
'74 
Compare the ideas of HOSEA with those of AMOS regarding 
God, worship, social problems, and the essence of religion. 
Row does the teaching of HOSEA approach the spirit of 
the New Testament? 
Row does the style of HOSEA compare with that of AMOS? 
What reason can you suggest for the statement, "Perhaps 
it is more as a poet than as a prophet that we shall 
remember Hosea"? 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Chase 
Eiselen et al. 
Goodspeed 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Sypherd 
Wood and Grant 
HOSEA; 1:1-9; 2:1-23 
4:1-1'7; 6:1-6 
11:1-9; 14 
DB 
BCR 
ABC 
SOT 
BLB 
RBD 
LEB 
BAL 
544-553 
).55-158 
'759-761 
7-12 
278-280 
269 
73 
34-39 
Gomer, an Emblem 
Heavy Corruption, Light 
Repentance 
Yearning of God 
.e 
I ISAIAH 
How is the BOOK OF ISAIAH in our Bible regarded by 
many modern critical scholars? 
Why is Isaiah commonly regarded as an outstanding 
figure among the Hebrew prophets? 
What understanding do we get from Isaiah from reading 
his book'l 
Why is Isaiah thought of as a statesman-prophet? 
Why do you think the material in Chapter 1 is placed 
first? 
What are some significant characteristics of Isaiah's 
style of writing? 
Why is the poetry of his writing not lost in the 
English translation? 
. Chamberlain and Feldman 
Chase 
Eiselen et a1. 
Goodspeed 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Sypherd 
Wood and Grant 
ISAIAH: 1:2-20 
2:2-5 
6:1-8 
9:.2-7 
9:8-10:5 
14:4-15 
21:11, 12 
DB 554, 555 
BCR 158-167 
ABC 628-640, 
654, 668 
SOT 19-25 
BLB 23€)-244 
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I ISAIAH (continued) 
26:1-10 
35:1-]0 
Prayer for Deliverance 
Prediction of Happiness 
and Prosperity 
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lVliC.AH 
Who was Micah? For whom and f'rom what point of' view 
did .he· speak? 
77 
For what is he distinguished among t~e Hebrew prophets? 
Into what three sections is MICAH frequently divided? 
What are some striking passages in each section? 
What does the f'act that l.VITCAR 4:1-·3 is found in ISAIAH 
2:1-4 indicate about the nature of' the books? 
What classic description of' true religion is f'ound in 
MICAH 6? 
What do you consider Micah's chief' contribution to 
the prophetic movement? 
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JEREMIAH 
Why is Jeremiah somet~es referred to as "the prophet"? 
What does that fact show? 
What erroneous idea of the character of Jeremiah do 
many people have, and f'or what reason? 
What personal characteristics of' the man are revealed 
in his book? 
How does the message of' JEREMIAH dif'f'er from that of' 
AMOS, HOSEA, and I ISAIAH? 
Why do you think Jeremiah has been called "the first 
great pacifist"? 
What is the relation of' the poetry in JEREMIAH to that 
in PSALMS? 
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Chase 
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JEREMIAH (continued) 
33:1-19 Happy Future for Jerusalem 
and Judah 
46:3-28 oracle on the Doom of 
Egypt 
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ZEPHANIAH, NAROM, HABAKKJJK 
What passage in ZEPHANIAH became, in the Latin 
translation, one of the most famous hymns of the Middle 
Ages? 
What is the general theme of ZEPHANIAH? 
Why do some commentators regard Nahum as more of a 
poet than a prophet? 
What is the subject and tone of Nahum's famous war 
. song? 
What are the literary characteristics of NAHUM? 
-What problem did Habakkuk attempt to solve? 
What is the significant contribution in RABAICKIJK to 
the history of religious thought? 
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EZEKIEL 
What do we know about Ezekiel and the times in which 
·he lived? 
What was the nature of' his call? What f'orm did his 
message take? 
How would you explain the statement, "More than any 
other Old Testament prophet Ezekiel is a writerlt? 
-What are some of' the characteristic features of' the 
material and style of' EZEKIEL? 
82 
What important contributaon to Hebrew religious thought 
does the book contain? 
As a pries.t how did Ezekiel conceive of' righteousness? 
Why is Ezekiel sometimes regarded as the Father of' 
Judaism? 
What has come to be known as the Vision of' Ezekiel? 
What other we'!l-known vision is contained in the book? 
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Tyre 
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II ISAIAH 
Why has the BOOK OF ISAIAH long been regarded by 
liberal critics as the work o:f two or three authors? 
What is the common theme o:f ISAIAH 40-66? 
How does the style o:f chapters 40 to 55 compare with 
that o:f 56 to 66? 
What are some o:f the contributions o:f II ISAIAH to 
Hebrew thought? 
What are some o:f the characteristics o:f the book as 
li tera.ture? 
What conception o:f God is :found in ISAIAH 40-55? 
In what passages is the best poetry o:f chapters 56 
to 66 :found? 
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HAGGAI, ZECHARIAH 
Who were Haggai and Zechariah? What was their common 
task? 
Why do you suppose it has been said that the importance 
of Haggai is out of all proportion to the length of his book? 
What explanation may be given of the statement, 11Haggai 
has rightly been described as a man of one idea"? 
~ 
How does Zechariah differ from the pre-exilic prophets? 
What two contrasted forms of writing are found in 
ZECHARIAH? 
How does the style of ZECHARIAH compare with that of 
the earlier books of prophecy? 
How do many scholars regard ZECHARIAH 9-14? 
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JOEL, OBADIAH, MALACHI 
What reason can you give .for the stateme-nt, "The story 
-
o:f Hebrew prophecy ends with a number of' uncertainties"~( 
What condition among the Jews is re.flected in JOEL? 
How would you characterize the literary style o:f JOEL? 
What is the subject o:f the prophecies in OBADIAH? 
What is the ethical tone of' the book? 
What was the religious situation at the time MALACHI 
was written? 
How is MALACHI different f'rom other books o:f prophecy? 
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DANIEL 
What was the probable occasion of the writing of DANIEL? 
For what reasons was DANIEL included in The Prophets 
in our English Bible but in The Writings in the Hebrew Bible? 
In what two languages was the book evidently originally 
written"Z 
Into what two parts is DANIEL divided?. What type of 
writing does each part illustrate? 
What do you consider an outstanding characteristic of 
the author as a writer? 
Discuss briefly the historical, religious, and literary 
values o:f DANIEL. 
What purpose did the apocalyptic literature have in 
common with the earlier prophetic writings? 
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PREFACE 
Baldwin suggests three reasons why the earliest form 
of expression among every people has been poetry rather than 
prose: (1) Primitive people tend to express their emotions 
in song; (2) marriages, feasts, and other occasions for 
emotional expression were celebrated with dancing and 
music; and (3) when writing was unknown, poetry was a useful 
aid to memory.l 
Poetry became a part of the literature of the Hebrews 
at a very early date according to Miller and Miller. They 
give a useful chart showing the chronological development 
of poetry in the Old Testament, indicating dates, subject 
matter, and Biblical references. 2 
The large number of synonyms in Hebrew for the word 
song suggest that a large body of secular literature 
existed that has not come down to us. 
Baldwin lists fragme~ts of verse embedded in the 
historical books and refers to the Song of Miriam. 
(Exodus 15), commemorating the overthrow of the Egyptians 
lE~ c. Baldwin, Types of Literature in the Old Testament 
(New York: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1929);-p:--44:--
2M. s. Miller and J. L. Miller, Harper's Bible 
Dictionary (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1952), p. 564. 
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at the crossing of the Red 'sea, as "the most delightfully 
exultant of the songs connected with the events preceding 
the settlement. in Canaan.n3 The Song of Deborah (Judges 5) 
he describes as nthe most interesting survival of all 
primitive poetryll and "one of the greatest patriotic 
lyrics of all literature.n4 
Characteristics of Hebrew Poetry 
Two outstanding features of Hebrew poetry are: accent 
without rime! and repetition or parallelism. The latter is 
so marked a characteristic that Baldwin mentions poetic 
repetition as the most striking and constant feature of 
Hebrew poetry. 5 
parallelism. tt6 
mentioned are: 
Love writes, "Biblical poetry depends on 
. 
Varieties of parallelism most frequently 
synonymous, antithetic, synthetic, and 
climactic parallelism. Psalm 117 and Isaiah 55 are good 
illustrations of Biblical parallelism. 
3Baldwin, ~ cit., p. 54. 
4rbid., p. 56. 
5 Ibid., P• 47. 
6J. p. Love, How To Read the Bible (New York: The 
Macmillan Company, 1940),~1767 
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"The essential characteristics of' Hebrew poetry may 
be summarized as: (1) rhytbm of' thought expressed through 
parallelism, (2) f'requent use of' assonance and alliteration 
in producing onomatopoetic ef'f'ect~, and (3) amazing 
concreteness and vividness of' diction. tt'?. 
PSALMS 
The Greek and English title Psalms def'ines the form of' 
poetry in the BOOK OF PSALMS; the Hebrew title Praises 
indicates its content. Miss Chase believes that knowing the 
origin of' the psalms, their place in Hebrew literature, 
and their division into distinctive types will make the 
reading of' the BOOK OF PSALMS more intelligible and 
enjoyable. 8 
Scholars now recognize that the ter.m Psalm of David 
meant a choice song and that the one hundred fif'ty songs in 
PSALMS were ascribed to David because he was traditionally 
associated with lyric poetry as Moses with the law and 
Solomon with wisdom maxims. "The Psalter as we have it is 
'?Baldwin, ~ cit., p. 64. 
SM. E. Chase, Readings f'rom the Bible (New York: 
The Macmillan Company, 1952), P• 214. 
an anthology of the choicest songs selected from earlier 
collections and adapted for liturgical use in connection 
with the worship in the Second Temple.tt9 
Macarthur lists those psalms he considers best from a 
literary point of view.lO Baldwin arranges the psalms in 
six groups, including most of them under three: prayers, 
songs of thanksgiving, and psalms on the conduct of life.ll 
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Chasets division into two main groups, classified under 
different types, seems most suggestive.l2 Regarding the 
psalms as literature she WPites, ttThe greatest psalms from 
an artistic point of view are those which give spur to our 
imaginations, which lead us to unusual conceptions and ideas, 
which enlarge our thoughts and our vision through their 
appeal to mind as well as to heart.nl3 
Sypherd reminds us of the great service done English 
readers of the Old Testament by the editors of the Revised 
(New 
9Baldwin, ~ cit~, p. 64. 
l~acarthur, Biblical Literature and~ Backgrounds 
York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1936), p. 214. 
llBaldwin, ~ cit., p. 65. 
12M. E. Chase, The Bible and the Common Reader, · 
Revised Edition (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1952), 
pp. 229-233. 
l3Ibid., p.· 233. 
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Version when they printed in verse form the parts they 
thought the Hebrew writers intended read as verse. 14 
SONG OF SONGS 
Chase suggests that reasons for difficulty in reading 
the SONG OF SONGS with understanding and pleasure are: 
(l) the poems are mostly fragments arranged in no clear 
or orderly sequence; (2) the speakers or singers of most 
of the songs are not clearly identified; and (3) the songs 
have been subjected, through many centuries, to odd 
interpretations. She thinks of the SONG OF SONGS as a 
mutilated but very beautiful anthology of quite se.cular 
poetry, extolling the natural love of one human being for 
another, and adding richness, variety, and humanity to 
the Bible.l5 The student will find Miss Chase's 
rearrangement of the songs with titles helpful.16 
14w. c. Sypherd, The Literature g£ the English Bible 
(New York: Oxford University Press, l93ST; p. 90. 
15M. E. Chase, Readings from the Bible (New York: 
The Macmillan Company, 1952),-p:-2487 
l6Ibid., PP• 249-253. 
INTRODUCTION TO BOOKS OF POETRY 
Why do you suppose poetry was an earlier ~orm of 
literary expression than prose~ 
Where in the Old Testament outside PSALMS, SONG OF 
SONGS, and LAMENTATIONS do we find considerable poetry? 
Why does Hebrew poetry lose comparatively little in 
translation? 
Explain the parallelism of Hebrew poetry and describe 
the different varieties of parallelism found in the Old 
Testament. 
How would you explain or illustrate the statement, 
"Although the Hebrews did not use end-rhyme, they made 
frequent use o~ assonance"? 
~ 
What are other signi~icant characteristics of Hebrew 
poetry? 
In Wb.at ways is much Hebrew poetry like the free verse 
o~ today? 
·What varieties o~ lyric poetry are ~ound in the Old 
Testament? 
Baldwin 
Eiselen et al. 
Goodspeed 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Sypherd 
Wood and Grant 
TLOT 
ABC 
ERB 
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HBD 
LEB 
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'62-68, 116-119 
81-87 
564-566 
86-107 
159-162 
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PSALMS 
What is the meaning of the psalter? What is a psa1m? 
What is the nature of the BOOK OF PSALMS? 
Why is PSALMS perhaps the most familiar part of the 
Bible? 
What are the characteristics of a lyric poem.? Of a 
great lyric poem? 
What qualities of PSALMS have made it a part of the 
literature of the world? 
How would you explain the broad range of thought and 
feeling revealed in PSALMS? 
Into what groups are the lyrics in PSALMS commonly 
divided? What other classifications can you suggest? 
With what do the superscriptions found. with many of 
the psalms deal? 
Why is it difficult to summarize critical opinion 
regarding the authorship and date of PSALMS? 
What do duplications in PSALMS indicate as to the 
nature of the book? 
In what different ways did the early Hebrews use the 
songs in PSALMS? 
What does the expression Psalm of David probably mean? 
What are some of the best psalms from a literary 
point of view? 
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PSALWJ.S (continued) 
Baldwin 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
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PSALMS: Psalms on the glory of 
God in His creations: 
8, 19, 95, 104, 147, 
148 
Psalms reflecting 
personal emotions: 
23, 27, 91, 103, 107 
84, 121, 122, 125, 48 
126, 137 
90, 139 
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105-112 
143-150 
204-214 
589-591 
107-115 
164-171 
Gratitude and Praise 
Pilgrim Songs 
Occasional Psalms 
Songs of Meditition_ 
and Reflection 
lM. E. Chase, Readings from ~ Bible (New York: 
The Macmillan Company, 1952), pp. 22.6-247. 
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SONG OF SONGS 
What do you think the title SONG OF SONGS means? For 
what reasons may the book have been ascribed to Solomon? 
How do you suppose it happened that these lyrics were 
included in the Old Testamentf 
What are some of the many interpretations of the 
structu.l:>e and the meaning of' SONG OF SONGS? 
How did the early Jewish rabbis and the Church Fathers 
interpret the book? 
What seems to you the simplest and most natural 
interpretation? 
How do you account for the absence of parallelism in 
many of the poems included in SONG OF SONGS? 
Why should the songs be read in one of the revised 
versions or in one of the modern translations? 
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LAMENTATIONS 
What is the position of LAMENTATIONS in the Hebrew 
Bible? In the English Old Testament? 
·What is the probable historical background of these 
poems? 
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Where are early Hebrew dirges found in the Old Testament? 
What is the chief reason for questioning deremiah's 
authorship of LAME~ATIONS? 
What is the theme of chapters 1, 2, and 4? Of Chapter 3? 
Of' Chapter 5? 
What may we learn from reading LAMENTATIONS? 
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PREFACE 
The Wisdom Literature o:f the Bible includes PROVERBS, 
JOB, and ECCLESIASTES in the Old Testament and ECCLESIASTICUS 
and the WISDOM OF SOLOMON in the Apocrypha. Wood and Grant 
point out that characteristics o:f this literature are also 
found in certain passages of PSALMS.l 
When we read PROVERBS, JOB, and ECCLESIASTES it is 
important to remember that they were among the latest Old 
Testament books to reach their present form and that they 
reflect the wisdom of previous centuries and non-Hebrew 
cultures. Their broad humanitarianism and delightful style 
attract many people of our modern day. 2 According to 
Chamberlain and Feldman, "In the wisdom literature Israel's 
wise men appear as teachers rather than as preachers, as 
observers rather than reformers, as pragmatists rather than 
theorists."3 
Two aspects :found in the Wisdom Books are: (1) the 
practical, consisting o:f advice to individ~ls for the 
lr. F. Wood and E. Grant, The Bible As Literature 
(New York: Abingdon Press, l9ll"'J"; p. l62:- . 
2R. B. Chamberlain and H. Feldman, The Dartmouth Bible 
(Boston: Houghton.Mif:flin Company, l950~p. 393. 
3Ibid., p. 393. 
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handling of problems of daily life, and (2) the theoretical, 
dealing with questions of universal interest.4 
The larger number of writers, wise man, compiled 
proverbs, maxims, and aphorisms they considered good advice 
on the most sensible and profitable w~ys of living. 5 
Wood and Grant,suggest that while the wise men dealt largely 
with secular subjects and while their motives were plainly 
utilitarian, yet they were distinctly religious, for they 
were always conscious of th~ presence of God. 6 "Although 
-
the vigor of the prophetic books or the devotional tone of 
the Psalms is not as prominent in this literature, its 
reliance upon GodTs judgment as just earns for it a high 
place among religious writings.n7 
Miss Chase thinks of the other class of writers of 
the Wisdom Books as poets for whom wisdom meant religious 
vision and spiritual richness, and she considers their 
writing among the greatest poetry in Hebrew litarature.8 ' 
4M. s. Miller and J. Miller, Har!erts Bible Dictionary 
(New York: Harper and Brothers, 1952 , p. 8l8. 
S-M. E. Chase, Readings from the Bible (New York: 
The Maemillan Company, l952);-p7 298. 
6wood and Grant, ~ cit., p. 162. 
7Chrunberlain and Feldman, ~ cit., p. 393. 
8chase, ~ cit., p. 298. 
103 
The editors o:f the Dartmouth Bible call PROVERBS, An 
Anthology o:f Ancient Sayings; JOB, The Travail o:f a Perplexed 
Su:f:ferer; and ECCLESIASTES, The Reflections o:f a Kindly 
Cynic. 9 
PROVERBS 
Many Bible readers have :found PROVERBS di:f:ficult 
reading because o:f its lack o:f order, its repetitions, and 
its smneness o:f style.1° Chamberlain and Feldman have 
endeavored to present the material in the book in orderly, 
usable, and quotable :for.m by re-arranging the content under 
suggestive headings.ll 
The reader o:f the Old Testament will .find_ both Miss 
Chasets extended discussion o:f JOB12 and her brie:fer 
treatmentl3 o:f great help. She thinks JOB holds its 
rightful place both as the greatest literary masterpiece 
9chamberlain and Feldman, .2ll!. cit., p. x. 
lOM. E. Chase, The Bible and the Common Reader, Revised 
Edition (New York: Tii"8 Macmillan Company, 1952), p. 241. 
11chamberlain and Feldman, ~ cit., p. 395. 
12chase, ~ ~~ pp. 204-221. 
13M. E. Chase, Readings :from the Bible (New York: 
The Macmillan Company, 1952), --pp7 254-256. 
104 
of the Bible and as one of the greatest masterpieces of all 
literature. In~ Bible and the Common Reader she considers 
the book from four points of view: (1) structure and ~or.m~ 
(2) meaning and significance in relation to its time, 
(3) literary art, and (4) its triumphant conclusion. In 
Readings from ~ Bible she gives suggestions to help the 
reader recognize the problem of the book, understand its 
form and parts, and appreciate its literary qualities. 
ECCLESIASTES 
Sypherd classifies ECCLESIASTES as an essay. He thinks 
of the book "not only as a monument of late Hebrew thought 
but also as a lasting contribution to man's speculation 
about the mystery o:f human li:fe.nl4 
O:f· the purpose and significance of the book Chamberlain 
and Feldman write, "ECCLESIASTES faces frankly but sadly the 
.. 
cruelty and frustration which man must undergo and offers 
suggestions as to how to attain a degree of happiness even 
amidst life's futilities.nl5 
l4w. o. Sypherd, The Literature £! the English Bible 
(New York: Oxford University Press, l93BT; p. 131. 
l5chrunberlain and Feldman~ ~ cit.~ p. 42lo 
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INTRODUCTION TO WISDOM LITERATURE 
For what reasons do you t~nk modern readers of the 
Bible are attracted to the Books of Wisdom? 
Comment on JEREMIAH 18:18: 11The law shall not :perish 
from the :priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word 
f'rom the :pro:phet.n 
What was the function of' the sage in Bible times? 
What are some of' the differences in the meanings of 
the ter.ms wisdom and'philosophy? 
In what sense was the wisdom of early Hebrew sages 
religious in spirit? 
Explain the statement, "The motive to right action in 
the Wisdom Books is plainly utilitarian." 
What literary forms did wisdom take? 
Baldwin 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Wood and Grant 
TLOT 
DB 
BLB 
HBD 
BAL 
82-98 
393 
215-218 
817-819 
162, 163 
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PROVERBS 
What are the characteristics of the proverb as a for.m 
of literature? 
What is the principal theme of PROVERBS'? 
What two interpretations of wisdom and what two 
approaches to life are found in the book? 
\ 
Illustrate the wide range of subject-matter covered 
in PROVERBS. 
What proverbs are familiar to us today? 
What are some of the proverbs of interest and value 
in modern life? 
How may the _statement, ttThe proverb style has dominated 
~ 
the use of the Bible," be explained? 
Baldwin 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Chase 
Eiselen 'et al. 
Goodspeed 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Sypherd 
Wood and Grant 
PROVERBS: 3:1-10 
3:11-20 
4:1-9 
. 6:6-11 
7 
8 
9 
TLOT 
DB 
BCR 
ABC 
SOT 
BLB 
BDB 
LEB 
BAL 
99-107 
394, 395 
235-241 
602-613 
133-137 
219-224 
587, 588 
128-130 
172-178 
Commandment and Reward 
In Praise of Wisdom 
Heritage of Wisdom 
The Sluggard 
Wisdom and the Strange Woman 
Ode on Wisdom 
House of' Wisdom and House of 
Folly 
PROVERBS 
23:29-37 
24:30-34 
27:23-27 
31:10-31 
(continued) 
Proverbs and Epigrams 
The Slothful Man 
In Praise of Industry 
Portrait of a Virtuous 
Woman 
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J"OB 
What is the place of J"OB among the books of the Bible? 
In the literature of the world? 
What is the nature of the contents of J"OB? 
What parts of J"OB are written in prose? What parts 
in poetry? 
Contrast the problem and conclusion of the prose story 
and the poem. 
How is Job pictured in different parts of the book? 
Comment on the ·literary style of the author of J"OB. 
Baldwin 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Chase 
Eiselen at al. 
Goodspeed 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Syphard 
Wood and Grant 
J"OB: l, 2 
3 
4:12-21 
5:1-7 
14:1-12 
19:7-29 
23:1-7 
28 
29 
31 
36:26-37:13 
38, 39 
41 
TLOT 
DB 
BCR 
ABC 
SOT 
BLB 
HBD 
LEB 
BAL 
Prologue 
128-159 
431, 432 
204-221 
483-489 
100-106 
19'7 .... 203 
337-339 
120-128 
179-193 
Job's Cry for Death 
Godts Righteousness, Man's 
Unrighteousness 
Suffering the Result of Sin 
Frailty and Brevity of Human Life 
Job t s Sufferings 
· J"ob r s Yearning for Access to God 
Ode on the Wisdom of' God 
Job's Former Prosperity 
· Integrity o:f J"ob r s Life 
God's Unsearchable Greatness 
Voice o:f God in Nature 
Leviathan 
''1 
ECCLESIASTES 
What is the meaning of Kohe~eth? Ecclesiastes? 
What characteristics of the author or authors are 
evident in the book? 
What is the general point of view of ECCLESIASTES? 
What different kinds o:f material are to be found in 
the book? 
How can you explain the presence of conflicting 
statements and attitudes? 
' What reason can you give for the statement, 
1.09 
"ECCLESIASTES is not obscure, but it requj.res more carefu~ 
-
reading than any other Old Testament book"? 
What memorable sayings come from ECCLESIASTES? 
Baldw.in 
Chamberlain and Feldman 
Chase 
Eiselen et al. 
Goodspeed 
Macarthur 
Miller and Miller 
Sypherd 
Wood and Grant 
ECCLESIASTES: 1 
2:1-ll 
3:1-8 
3:9-15 
4 
7;1-22 
TLOT 
DB 
BCR 
ABC 
SOT 
BLB 
HBD 
LEB 
BAL 
Vani. ty of Li:fe 
108-127 
42~, 422 
242-248 
614-616 
155-160 
22_5-227 
148 
13~-~35 
194-199 
Li:fe to be Enjoyed as Much 
as Possible 
An Order~y World 
Man t s Lind ta tions 
This Transitory Life 
Proverbs on Fame, Wisdom, 
Folly, Wickednesa 
Ill> 
ECCLESIASTES (continued) 
9:?-16 
10:4-11:8 
11:9-12:8 
SUilll11ary of' the Author" s 
Philosophy 
Observations on Wisdom, 
Charity, Industry, 
Generosity 
:Poem on Youth a.nd Age 
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STUDENTtS BIBLIOGRAPHY WITH ANNOTATIONS 
A. EDITIONS OF THE BIBLE 
The Holy Bible, King James Version, 1611 
ncontaining the Old and New Testaments translated out 
of the original tongues and with former translations 
diligently compared and revised by His Majestyrs special 
command. n A revision of the Bishops t Bible rather than 
a new translation. Page headings, chapter ~aries, 
marginal re~erences. The classic English version, 
treasured for the simplicity and dignity of its language, 
the beauty of its rhythms, and its influence on the 
language, thought, and life of the English-speaking 
people. Originally contained the Apocrypha. 
The Holy Bible, English Revised Version, 1881-1885 
"The version set forth in .A. D. 1611 compared with the 
most ancient authorities and revised A. D. 1881 and 
1885." Revisers instructed to make only necessary 
alterations and to keep as far as possible to the language 
of the King James and earlier versions. Verse numbers 
in text, no page headings or chapter summaries, 
alternative readings in margin. Text printed in 
paragraph form. Valuable for its greater accuracy than 
previous versions. Does not contain the Apocrypha. 
The Holy Bible, American Standard Edition of~ Revised 
Version, l90l 
ttThe English Revised Version newly edited by the .American 
Revision Committee, A. D. l90l.u Further removal of 
antiquated words. New paragraphing, short page headings. 
Became the standard text of many Bible s~ldents and 
publishers because of its greater precision• 
Moulton, Richard G., editor, The Modern Readerts Bible. 
New York: The Macmillan Company, l907. 1733 PP• 
"The books of the Bible with three books of the Apocrypha, 
presented in modern literary form, with introductions 
and notes." Text o~ the Revised Version. Single-
column pag~. Chapter and verse divisions in the margins. 
Different types of literature indicated. Headings 
suggest units of thought. 
,,, 
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Smith, J. M .• P. and Edgar J. Goodspeed, The Complete Bible. 
Chicago: University o:f Chicago Press,-1939. 
The :first one-volume edition o:f Smithrs translation 
o:f the Old.Testament and Goodspeed's translation of 
the Apocrypha and the New Testament. An attempt to 
present an accurate translation o:f the Bible in modern 
American English. The use o:f quotation marks and 
paragraphing aids readability. 
Chamberlain, Roy B. and Herman Feldman, The Dartmouth Bible. 
Boston: Houghton Mi:f:flin Company, 1950. _ 1257 pp. 
nAn abridgement o:f the King James Version with aids to 
its understanding as literature and as a source o:f 
religious experience." Omits repetitibns and parts o:f 
interest only to the technical student. Includes the 
Apocrypha. The writings o:f the prophets and the letters 
o:f Paul arranged chronologically. The :four gospels 
combined into a single account. Introductions, prefaces, 
explanatory notes, annotated maps. Modern paragraphing 
and objective titles. 
The Holy Bible, Revised Standard Version. New York: Thomas 
Nelson and Sons, 1952. 
Intended not as a new translation or a paraphrase but 
. as the latest revision o:f the King James Version. 
Based on a better understanding o:f Biblical languages, 
a knowledge o:f recent manuscripts, and changes in 
meanings o:f English words. Errors in translation 
corrected; modern punctuation; poetry printed as such. 
Readings :from the Bible, selected and edited by Mary Ellen 
Chase:---New York: The Macmillan Company, 1952. 422 pp. 
Presented as a companion volume to the authorts Bible 
and the Common Reader, Revised Edition. Includes 
selections :from the King James Version in the order read 
in her college classes. Brie:f introductions to selections 
with explanatory notes. The :familiar division into 
verses abandoned, the prose printed in paragraphs, the 
poetry in lines. 
.. 
B. REFERENCE BOOKS 
Bailey, Albert E., Daily Life in Bible Times. New York: 
Charles Scribnerrs Sons, 1943. 328 pp. 
The purpose of the author--a teacher, writer, and 
frequent visitor to the Holy Land--is to help the 
layman interested in the Bible reconstruct in 
imagination life in Bible times. Based on the results 
of modern scholarship and archaeological discovery. 
Accurate information on the social background of the 
Bible. Popular style; many illustrations; useful 
bibliographies. 
~14 
Baldwin, Edward c., Types of Literature in the Old Testament. 
New York: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1929:--2Tir pp. 
A discussion of the types of literature represented in 
the Old Te.stament, including myth, legend, poetry, 
proverb, essay, drama, and short story. Intended as 
a manual for use by undergraduate students and as a 
handbook for general readers interested in a literary 
study of the Bible. Questions at the end of each 
chapter suggest the relationship between Bibli.cal arid 
other literature. 
Booth, Henry Kendall, The Background of' the Bible; 
A Handbook of Biblical Instruction. ~w York: Charles 
Scribnerts Sons, 1928. 218 pp. 
Presents. the background of' thought and life out of 
which the Bible came. Not a detailed study of' Biblical 
books f'or technical scholars but an outline of much 
interesting and valuable information necessary to an 
understanding of' the Bible for the average reader. The 
results of' modern scholarship presented in simple language. 
Bowie, Walter R., The Story of' the Bible. New York: 
Abingdon Press;-1934. 
The story of' the Bible Uretold in the light of' present-
day knowledge for both the young and the·mature.n 
Presents general considerations about the Bible,.how 
it grew, how it may best be understood today. Retells 
the story of' ~e Old and New Testaments in authorts 
own words, making clear the sequences and filling in 
the gaps with background information. 
It~· 
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Chase~ Mary Ellen, The Bible and the Common Reader Revised 
Edition. New York: The Macmillan Company, 19S2. 325 pp,. 
The author, teacher of English literature and novelist,. 
approaches the Bible as an English classic. A brief 
survey of the characters of the Bible and the history 
behind them, with a discussion of selected persons and 
events. An account of the origin of the Bible and the 
story of the English versions, including a champ~onship 
of the King James Version. ·Excellent introduction to 
the modern attitude toward the Bible. 
Colwell, Ernest c., The Study of the Bible. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1937. 186 pp. 
An introduction to the study of the Bible intended to 
prepare the student for his own study. Brief account 
of the origin, transmission, canonization~ and 
interpretation of the Bible based on the results of 
modern scholarship. Treatment of literary and 
historical criticism especially valuable. References 
for further study at the close of each cha~ter and 
general bibliography of periodicals~ dictionaries, 
and commentaries • 
Eiselen, Frederick c., Edward Lewis, and David G. Downey, 
editors, The Abingdon Bible Commentary. New York: 
The Abingdon Press, 1929. 1452 pp. 
Regarded by many as the best one-volume commentary 
available. The work of many scholars. Designed to make 
the results of the best Biblical scholarship of the 
time readily available to Bible readers and students. 
General articles, prefaces to the various books of the 
Bible, and individual commentaries. A large amount of 
important information in simple language and in a small 
space. 
Goodspeed, Edgar J., How Came ~Bible? New York: The 
Abingdon Press, 1940. 148 pp. 
A series of lessons on the formation, translation, and 
transmission of the Bible. The story, briefly and simply 
told, of how the Biblical books were brought together in 
the collections we call the Old Testament, the Apocrypha, 
and the New Testament and how they came down to our day. 
Questions for guiding study and discussion at the end of 
each chapter. · 
II'#, 
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Goodspeed, Edgar J., How ~P Read the Bible. Philadelphia: 
John C. Winston, 1946:-~ pp:-
The purpose of the author, regarded by many as the 
outstanding authority on Biblical literature in the 
world today, is ·to help the ordinary reader find the 
riches and values in the Bible for himself and to furnish 
a companion and guide for reading. Approaches the 
Bible from the viewpoint of literary types, the times 
in which the books were produced, and the purposes of 
the writers. Three excellent chapters on Historical 
Background, Chronological Reading, and English Bibles. 
Goodspeed, Edgar J., The Storx: o:f the Old Testament. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, l934. 187 pp. 
An introduction and guide to the reading and study o:f 
the Old Testament :for the general reader and the student 
o:f Biblical literature. Brief, clear explanations and 
interpretations of the Old Testament books in the 
general order of their composition, the conditions 
under which each book was written, and the needs it was 
designed to meet. Suggestions :for study with Biblical 
references and questions at the close of each chapter. 
Love, Julian P.,. How !£ Read the Bible. New York: Macmillan, 
1940. 204 PP• 
Gives simple but valuable helps :for reading and under-
standing the Bible. Discusses ways o:f reading the 
Biblical books. Suggests units based on theme or type 
o:f literature :for each book. A handbook :for laymen. 
Macarthur, John R., Biblical Literature and Its Backgrounds. 
New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1936-.--528 PP• 
An introductory manual and text for college classes. 
Written :from the historical and critical point o:f view. 
Gives essential information on the Old Testament, ·the 
Apocrypha, and the New Testament. Contains one hundred 
introductory pages on the Land, the People, and the 
Book. Quotations and references to passages well-known 
or o:f especial literary excellence. 
,,, 
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Miller, Madeline s. and J. Lane Miller, Encyclopedia of 
Bible Life. New York: Harper a~d Brothers, l944. 493 pp. 
A comprehensive source book of information regarding 
life in Bible times. Material helpful to an understanding 
of Biblical archaeology, chronology, geography, history, 
and religion. Alphabetically arranged under large 
headings. Color maps and photographs. An introduction 
by William F. Albright, authority on archaeology. 
Miller, Madeline s. and J. Iiane Miller, Harperts Bible 
Dictionary. New York: Harper and Brothers, 1952. 
851 PP• 
A usable one-volume reference book for all Bible 
readers and students. A storehouse of all sorts of 
information--archaeological, geographical, and chrono-
logical--about the Bible and Bible times. Over three 
thousand articles supplemented by photographs, drawings, 
and ma:ps. 
Mould, Elmer W. K., Bible History Digest. New York: 
Exposition Press, l950. 20l PP• 
The history contained in the Bible and necessary to its 
understanding presented in brie~, objective fashion. 
Accurate and scholarly, but written in simple, modern 
American English. Chapter headings: What It Is All 
About; They Wandered Around; They Took Over Palestine; 
There Was A Dual Monarchy; Then There Were Two Kingdoms; 
Only One Kingdom Left; Displaced Persons and Their 
Resettlement; JUst Before the Year One; Christianity 
Starts. 
Parmelee, Alice, A Guidebook to the Bible. New York:. 
Harper and Brothers, 1948:-~ pp. 
Tells how the Bible was written so that the average 
reader may see it as a living record of' ments lives 
and thoughts. Presents a connected story of' the 
background, origin, and contents of the books of' the 
Bible based on the accepted findings of' modern scholar-
ship. A supplementary list of' readings from the Bible 
illustrates the history. 
llB 
Seboyer, Gerald E., ·A Handbook of the Bible. New York: 
F. s. Crofts and-Company, 1940:--247 pp. 
• 
Considers the Bible as a masterpiece of literature 
that has influenced thinking more than any other 
literary product. Indicates its influence on the :fine 
arts. Identifies the most important persons and places 
in the Bible and illustrates their influence on literature, 
painting, and musi·c. 
Sypherd, Wilbur c.;;~ The Literature of the English Bible. 
New York: Oxford Univers~ty Press:-1938. 230 pp. 
Offers adequate material for intelligent reading and 
study of the Bible as a part of English literature. 
A compact, systematic, comprehensive, and authoritative 
account of the books of the King James Version, including 
the fourteen apocryphal books. A valuable chapter of 
general information: content and nature, composition 
and transmission, and development. 
Watts, Harold H., The Modern Readerts Guide to the Bible. 
New York: Harper and Brothers, 1949. 52.4" PP• 
A guide to initial undergraduate study of the Bible. 
Encourages students to frame their own answers to the 
questions, ttWhat sort of book is the Bible?n and ttWhat 
are its just claims on the attention of a twentieth-
century person?" Chapters non Reading the Bible tt and 
uWhat the Bible..Is: A Descriptive Estimate" specially 
valuable. 
Wood, Irving F., and Elihu Grant, The Bible ~ Literature: 
An Introduction. New York: Abingdon Press, 1914. 
346 PP• 
A concise introduction to the literature of the Bible 
intended primarily :for use in college classes. The 
authors believe that learning to appreciate the Bible 
as literature is the best preparation for discovering 
its religious value. Groups of Old Testament books 
are presented in their chronological order. 
1~9 
Wright, George E. and Floyd w. Filson, editors, Westminster 
Historical Atlas of the Bible. Philadelphia: Westminster 
Press, 1946. 114 pp-.--
A readable and authentic historical geography and atlas 
of the Holy Land in Bible times. Based on the results 
of modern investigation~ shows the light archaeological 
research has thrown on the lands and people of the 
Bible. Entirely new, not the revision of any earlier 
work. Large, clear maps. Many illustrations. Co~pletely 
indexed. 
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